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Peace in Turkey 2023, published in
2013, adds to the discussions on
conflict transformation and human
security by focusing on the case of
the Kurdish conflict in Turkey from
the perspective of “scenario build-
ing” As Tim Jacoby and Alparslan
Ozerdem underline in the intro-
duction of their book, politics in
Turkey are marked by conflicting trends that
point to an uncertain future, especially with
regard to the Kurdish issue. The question of
what Turkey will look like in the centenary
of the establishment of the Turkish Republic
is undoubtedly central, considering that the
peace process has come to a halt. In a timely
manner, the book adopts a unique approach
to the Kurdish conflict based on “scenario-
building,” which prompts us to think about
future scenarios of the Kurdish issue in Tur-
key. The authors carefully underline that
scenario building is “a method of stretching
peoples’ perceptions and ideas about what
the future may be like” (p. 12). In this respect,
scenario building is not a tool for predicting
the future, but rather an approach for imag-
ining the future and thinking more deeply
about the current situation.

One of the book’s most important contri-
butions is that it provides brief and refined
analyses of four cases of international con-
flict resolution processes. The second chap-
ter is devoted to these cases, which are: Sri
Lanka; Aceh, Indonesia; Northern Ireland,
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the United Kingdom; and Basque,
Spain. In my opinion, the impor-
tance of providing a brief overview
of these international cases is two-
fold: First, it provides a basis for a
comparative analysis of these cases
with the Kurdish rebellion in Tur-
key. Secondly, it is informative for
the reader since these four cases are
frequently cited in everyday discussions on
the peace process in Turkey. After examining
the international conflict resolution processes
in the cases cited above, the third chapter is
devoted to the Kurdish rebellion. The authors
here provide the historical background of the
conflict starting from the Ottoman era, and
then continue on to the formation of parlia-
mentary action since the early 1990s.

The gist of the book lies in the fourth and
fifth chapters, which present a best case and
a worst case scenario for the Turkey of 2023.
The best case scenario offers a picture of Tur-
key in which sustainable peace has been insti-
tutionalized. In this scenario, the Prime Min-
ister of Turkey is a Kurdish woman named
Sevin Xewn and Turkey, as a “new republic”
(p. 91), is depicted as having developed into
a prosperous country socioeconomically.
Furthermore, Turkey now boasts a partici-
patory and liberal constitution that contains
an ethnicity-neutral understanding of citi-
zenship, and which formed the basis for suc-
cessful disarmament, demobilization, and
reintegration of the PKK militias. The worst
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case scenario, depicted in chapter five, is the
opposite reflection. In this scenario Turkey is
depicted as “the sick man of Europe” (p. 105)
with its Prime Minister Vural Masumiyet in
a press release trying to make acceptable to
the Turkish public the economic package of
the IME The worst case scenario is replete
with small details that are in themselves very
telling about the difficult conditions in which
Turkey finds herself in 2023: the headline of
“100,000'" civilian victim’ in a newspaper (p.
111), the assassination of a newspaper edi-
tor (p. 111), a new dress code imposing the
headscarf (p. 113), and a new decree on “The
Voluntary Conversion of Alevis” (p. 113). The
rise of the xenophobic right and of conserva-
tism is the main characteristic of Turkey in
this scenario.

While at a first glance the two scenarios may
be regarded as simplistic and easy to imag-
ine, they actually provide a fruitful exercise
for a method of outlining possible paths
towards peace. However, one main point
of criticism is that these scenarios have not
been integrated in a thoughtful manner with
the international cases of conflict resolution
analyzed in the second chapter. The reader
would expect to see how the best and worst
case scenarios projected on Turkey could
be informed by developments in other cas-
es of conflict resolution. Furthermore, the
scenario-building chapters on Turkey stand
also independent from the discussions of
conflict transformation and human security
that follow in chapter six. Here, an integrated
analysis of these scenarios and the following
discussion on the main concepts of the book
is missing.

Chapter six explores possible ways of estab-
lishing sustainable peace in Turkey by 2023
(p. 122) by focusing on the concept of hu-
man security. Here, the authors analyze the

Turkish case under the three basic principles
of human security: freedom from fear, free-
dom from want, and freedom to live in dig-
nity. Freedom from fear encompasses conflict
resolution, de-securitization, and democrati-
zation. The resolution of the Kurdish conflict
is first and foremost an issue of freedom from
fear, which could be accomplished in part
by moving to a de-securitized understand-
ing of the Kurdish issue. Freedom from want
encompasses just development, equality, and
redistribution. From this viewpoint, freedom
from want is closely associated with address-
ing the economic aspects of conflict and eras-
ing inequalities. As the authors note, “peace
needs to be translated into benefits for the
day-to-day life of people” (p. 128). Freedom
to live in dignity encompasses social justice
and reconciliation. According to the authors,
being able to live in dignity has two facets:
first, the person’s social and cultural identities
must be respected by law, and second, state
structures and institutions should allow for
the individual to achieve his/her goals and as-
pirations in life (p. 132). Here, the main issue
is the move from “negative peace” -widely
defined as the absence of conflict- to “posi-
tive peace,” where the root causes of conflict
have been addressed.

Considering that, “writing scenarios has con-
siderable potential not just to speculate about
the future, but also to shape it” (p. 15), and
that, “in order to achieve something, it is im-
portant first to imagine what this might look
like” (p. 100), Peace in Turkey 2023 offers a
valuable exercise into not only imagining the
future but also into thinking about the cur-
rent situation in Turkey while imagining the
future in its best and worst manifestation.
Real life developments in Turkey since the
publication of this book in 2013, with their
recurring cycles of conflict since 2015, un-
fortunately seem to push towards a kind of
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worst case scenario. At this point, the book
is valuable in that it provides considerations
on conflict transformation that deal with the
root causes of the conflict and of human secu-
rity that will open the door for freedom from
want and fear, and freedom to live in dignity,

all crucial for the establishment of positive
peace in Turkey. Therefore, the book is highly
recommended as useful not only for conflict
resolution scholars but also for readers who
are interested in exploring possible pathways
to peace in Turkey.
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Since the end of World War II, good
relations between Turkey and the
U.S. have been thought to be a de
facto situation, and indeed for the
most part that has been the case. De-
spite the problems that have erupted
between the two countries at times,
such as the Cyprus crisis which led
to the Johnson letter in 1964, rela-
tions between the two countries have gener-
ally been on the best of terms. This relation-
ship faced a rocky road following the inva-
sion of Iraq in 2003, and the situation is still
vague as the power game in the Middle East
is being played out in Syria. Because of recent
developments, especially those following the
end of the Cold War, most studies tend to see
Turkish-American relations through a prism
that focuses on geopolitics, foreign policy and
international relations. Especially for non-
Turkish audiences, this has left a considerable
gap in the literature in regard to how relations
between the two countries developed over
time and reached this point of alliance. In this
context, Turkish-American Relations, 1800-
1952 fills an important gap in explicating the
shared history between the two countries.

In this extremely informative, well-
documented and compact study,
characterized by extensive archi-
val research, Suhnaz Yilmaz starts
off by examining the understudied
nineteenth century. Beginning with
the first contact made between the
two countries in the early nine-
teenth century, a period in which
the Ottomans had difficulty even identifying
the American flag when George Washington
visited Istanbul in 1800 (p. 32), the author
identifies the two key elements that formed
the main spheres of Turkish-American inter-
action: trade and philanthropic/missionary
activities. Trade relations started in 1830 with
the Ottoman-American Treaty, a treaty that
preceded the Anglo-Ottoman Treaty of 1838.
On the other hand, American missionaries
proved to be fundamental to the existence
and development of Ottoman-American re-
lations, while at times, depending on the is-
sue at hand, they opposed and put pressure
on American business circles. A significant
yet neglected issue the author brings to read-
ers attention is an instance of “diplomatic ro-
mance, a term coined by Oscar Strauss, who
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