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There are several reasons why peo-
ple choose to migrate to another 
country. In addition to economic 
or socio-cultural motivations, peo-
ple move or feel forced to move as 
a result of conflict, rampant hu-
man rights violations, and violence. 
When millions of people migrate to 
different countries each year at an 
increasing rate, it is inevitable to think more 
deeply about, and add more meanings to hos-
pitality ethics. In Migration, Ethics & Power: 
Spaces of Hospitality in International Politics, 
Dan Bulley explores how hospitality could 
be best managed for different types of migra-
tions, examining the various reasons driving 
these decisions, and exploring the perspec-
tives of countries and international organi-
zations to help build an ethical structure of 
hospitality.

The author starts by giving important clues 
about how hospitality should be structured 
for victims escaping from massacre, and ethi-
cal ways of providing space to those who are 
able to cross a border and seek asylum. Ho-
tel Rwanda and Welcome to Sarajevo are two 
well chosen films to advise those countries 
that have an immense capacity and resources 
to host a significant number of guests who 
would otherwise face violence in their home 
countries, and to expose the hypocracy of re-
fusals to provide space to these people while 
paying lip service to hospitality as an ethical 
good. Lack of hospitality is a very acute prob-

lem in today’s world, and it will keep 
expanding if not confronted. While 
discussing the third movie men-
tioned in the book, Ararat, the au-
thor unilaterally looks at the geno-
cide picture from the Armenians’ 
point of view; this section would be 
stronger if Bulley had paid more at-
tention to the broader perspective 

of both Turks and Armenians involved in the 
conflict.

By the end of 2014, almost 60 million people 
had to leave their countries to seek hospitality 
elsewhere (p. 39). Dan Bulley discusses how 
camps are produced and managed, the secu-
rity problems that emerge, and moving re-
strictions for refugees hosted in camp spaces, 
in the second chapter “Humanitarian Hos-
pitality: Refugee Camps.” Speaking in broad 
terms, he explains the phases from transit 
pass to the physical conditions of camp spaces 
according to UN standards. Bulley empha-
sizes that states are not the only actors to gov-
ern camp spaces. Education, security, food, 
healthcare, and shelter are often provided by 
various international aid services, although 
there are some camps controlled exclusively 
by state authorities, such as the camps in 
Kilis near the Turkish-Syrian border. Bul-
ley describes humanitarianism as a form of 
technocratic government which cares for and 
controls the dwellers of the camp, and which 
aims to make them feel more at home. He also 
points out that inter-village marriages, tradi-
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tional restaurants and coffee shops offering 
local tastes and hosting meeting events help 
make the refugees living there feel more con-
nected. In time, as long-term dwellers of the 
camp take part in distributing aid, securing 
the camp and welcoming newcomers, they 
actually become hosts rather than guests.

People from all over the world migrate to eco-
nomically powerful countries to start a new 
life, and to earn more money. Many invest 
in their own country upon returning, while 
others are simply exploring the world. Bulley 
examines the ethos of global cities in the third 
chapter, “Flourishing Hospitality: Global 
Cities,” which explores urban centers that 
welcome skilled immigrants and compete 
with each other to have the most skilled and 
brightest ones remain. In such locales, immi-
grants are mainly employed in central activity 
zones such as entertainment, food, drink and 
social life. They generally work in jobs such 
as serving, cooking, cleaning, child care, and 
maintenance. While some have or acquire le-
gal work permits, many others do not. Those 
who are without proper paper work need to 
work longer hours for lower wages and are al-
ways vulnerable to threats of deportation. In-
secure contracts, unsociable working hours, 
hazardous conditions, physical and even sex-
ual abuse restrict their choices and ability to 
plan for the future. They may be and are even 
likened by some to modern slaves in civil soci-
ety. These migrants are employed in positions 
in which citizens don’t want to work, and are 
thus exploited more. It is worth arguing then, 
that coutries such as the EU member states 
and the United States neither accept refugees 
whom they think will make no contribution 
to their economy or society, nor meet the le-
gitimate demands of those who work to con-
tribute in less desirable labor positions. There 
is not a blank to fill with the word ‘ethics’ in 
this situation.

Chapter four, “Unconditional Hospitality: 
(Trans-) Jordan as Postcolonial State,” is dedi-
cated to presenting how the term ‘hospitality’ 
emerged in the wild deserts of Jordan. Bulley 
goes into the history of Jordan since the Otto-
man suzerainty, through the British mandate, 
under the Hashemite Arab nationalists, until 
1949 when the country was named the ‘King-
dom of Jordan.’ Jordan’s population of nearly 
10 million currently includes 2.1 million Pal-
estinians and 1.4 million Syrian refugees re-
siding in the country, which is more than 30 
percent of the total population. Jordan’s hos-
pitality tradition dates back to the Bedouin 
tribal ethos which has existed in the region for 
a long time, certainly from the beginning of 
the region’s recorded history. Bedouin hospi-
tality (Karam) is not only simply an offering 
of tea, cigarettes, and favorable conversation, 
but is also a test of sovereignty (p. 96). If the 
Karim (host) fails to provide Karam (hospital-
ity) in Bedouin tradition, it indicates weak-
ness and low character. The Bedouin proverb, 
“the guest is the prisoner of the host,’ but ‘the 
host must fear the guest,” means that when the 
guest sits and eats your food he is company, 
when he stands and leaves the house he is poet, 
and once the guest is released he is free to talk 
about your Karam, praising or defaming your 
reputation. Jordan’s impressive hosting of 3.5 
million refugees from different cultures (Iraqi 
Christians, Syrians, Palestinians) encourages 
the whole world to recognize that each coun-
try has something to offer for people escaping 
violence. Even if the author claims that this 
hospitality is being enabled by outsiders (the 
EU, U.S., and UN), the act of taking respon-
sibility for that many people is weightier than 
any amount of money provided.

Chapter five, entitled “Auto Immunising Hos-
pitality: Europe,” begins with the statement, 
“Europe’s hospitality is in crisis” (p. 108). The 
EU is identified with its norms, values and 
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ethics, but when people die along the way 
to Europe in the Mediterranean, ‘silence’ be-
comes another ethos of Europe. The author 
argues in this section that European hospi-
tality is conditional, and necessitates a long 
process to advance. The author mostly em-
phasizes the steps that countries should take 
to become a member of the European Union. 
The conditions of Europe’s hospitality are ex-
pressed first in the ‘Copenhagen Criteria.’ A 
functioning and competitive market econ-
omy, respect for and adherence to European 
values, particularly democracy and freedom, 
are the main thresholds for membership.

Migration, Ethics, and Power clearly explains 
why people move from one place to another; it 
helps structure an international ethics concep-
tion, and explicates the measures to be taken 
in this context. It is obvious that immigration 
numbers are on the rise. Therefore, instead of 
building more walls and shuting all doors to 
remain ‘safe,’ cooperation between countries 

in terms of sharing responsibility is extremely 
important. Besides providing financial aid 
through international organizations, Europe, 
the United States, and all countries in general 
should be willing to provide enough space to 
assist the world’s desperate, displaced people. 

Although the reasons behind immigration and 
the importance of hospitality are well described 
in the book, we can’t see a sufficient attempt to 
offer a systematic solution. Readers may find 
the book a little complicated, since it is more 
technical than flowing, with some disconnec-
tion between chapters. The book could have 
intensified its focus little more on humanitar-
ian hospitality, and the conditions and future of 
refugee camps, rather than rehearsing the EU 
membership process or exploring commercial 
hospitality. Since the term ‘hospitality’ is yet to 
be discovered in academic studies, Migration, 
Ethics, and Power is a valuable resource for stu-
dents, researchers and those interested in con-
tributing to the field with new studies.


