that irredentism is more probable when the
lost territories are inhabited by ethnic breth-
ren who are relevant politically in a homeland
and the content of nationalism concentrates
on those kin.

Solving the research problemsempirically,
Rezvani fully accomplishes his aim. He offers
the results of the analysis of the ethno-territo-
rial conflicts, which show that political insta-
bility, ethno-political subordination, religious
and linguistic differences, the possession of
territorial autonomy and demographic dom-
inance therein, transborder dominance and
contiguity to a titular ethnic kinfolk, a mo-
saic type of ethno-geographic configuration
and traumatic peak experiences all explain
the occurrence of ethno-territorial conflicts.
Furthermore, he proves that religious and
linguistic differences have lesser explanatory
power in the cases.

Although the volume contains minor draw-
backs, which indeed may be easily corrected, it
offers well-conducted and verifiable research
of high relevance to conflict studies. Argua-
bly, it may even be treated as a model analysis
for beginning researchers because the meth-
odological and theoretical assumptions are
clearly delineated and rightly applied to the
empirical study. Overall, Conflict and Peace
in Central Eurasia: Towards Explanations and
Understandings contributes to international
comparative social studies formulating and
testing an original theoretical model of fac-
tors which may explain ethno-territorial con-
flicts. Finally, it presents in a readable way the
proceedings of ethno-territorial conflicts in
Central Eurasia and accounts for their sourc-
es contributing to Eurasian studies. There-
fore, it is highly recommendable to scholars
and a general reader interested in interna-
tional studies.

China’s Foreign Policy

By Stuart Harris

Cambridge and Malden: Polity Press, 2014, 236 pages, 22,95, ISBN: 9780745662466.

Reviewed by Cemre Pekcan, GCanakkale Onsekiz Mart University

In his book China’s Foreign Policy,
Stuart Harris, a Professor Emeritus
at the Australian National Univer-
sity, provides insight into China’s
foreign policy behavior and its mo-
tivations focusing on major changes
and continuities since 1949.

The book consists of eight chapters.
In the first chapter, in order to clar-
ify changes and continuities in their foreign
policy, the author analyses the impact of his-
tory and culture on China’s foreign policy ap-
proach in general and its main elements un-
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der the leadership of Mao Zedong
and Deng Xiaoping in particular.
The chapter puts an emphasis on
the divergent points of view of Chi-
na and the West (i.e the U.S. and its
allies) towards the world affairs em-
anating from their historical, cul-
tural and philosophical differences
and peculiarities. By focusing on
the Chinese foreign policy decision making
process, the second chapter aims to find out
the impact of the specific organizational pro-
cesses on foreign policy decisions and investi-
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gates the role of the military in policy making.
As stated in the book, in the first 30 years of
the People’s Republic of China (PRC), foreign
policy was heavily determined by the strong
Chinese leader Mao Zedong; however, ideol-
ogy and leaders’ personality lost importance.
After Deng’s reforms, institutionalization and
professionalism gained ground. While fac-
tional policies were important during Mao
and Deng’s period, summit and head of state
diplomacy became important elements dur-
ing the rule of Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao.
As for the military, the army has remained
an actor that mostly had an indirect effect on
decision making process compared to other
actors as it has not been represented in the
Politburo Standing Committee (PBSC) since
1997. However, this indirect effect cannot be
underestimated. The third chapter is about
how China views the international system
and what kinds of contributions it has made
so far to this system. It is specified that China’s
world view is evolved from a Marxist-Leninist
approach which sees the international system
in terms of war and revolution in contrast to
Deng’s peace and development approach. In
this chapter, the ‘China threat’ theory and
the meaning of responsible power are also
discussed. However, in respect to the China
threat theory, the author does not sufficiently
explain the basis of this theory or perception
which I see as an omission in the book. Actu-
ally he shows China’s economic rise and Ger-
many’s attack on Britain as the reasons for the
China threat theory. However I believe that
Organski’s ‘power transition theory;, Mear-
sheimer’s ‘offensive realism’ theory and even
Huntingtons ‘Clash of Civilizations’ theory
should have been mentioned as the basis of
China threat theory in this chapter.

The fourth chapter is about insecurities and
vulnerabilities of China and their impact on
Chinese foreign policy. The author categorizes

these insecurities and vulnerabilities into four
groups which are; the regime of the country,
historical experiences, geographic insecurity,
and special vulnerability to the U.S. In this
part, he briefly explains the problems in Ti-
bet, Xinjiang, Taiwan, East and South China
Sea. The author concludes that China still
needs the U.S. for its development and despite
the mistrust towards Washington D.C., there
will be no challenge to the U.S. among the
country’s long term foreign policy goals. In
the fifth chapter, besides soft power, China’s
insecurities and vulnerabilities in terms of its
hard power are examined. In this sense, Chi-
na’s policies regarding nuclear weapons, space
and cyber warfare are analyzed. It is pointed
out that China, which became a nuclear pow-
er in 1964, continues to be an advocate of
nuclear nonproliferation and wants merely to
contain the U.S. in space weaponry and cyber
warfare, rather than matching or surpassing
it. The author concludes that, although Chi-
na’s military modernization might be a chal-
lenge both in Asia-Pacific and around the
world, there is not enough evidence to show
that China will have a major policy change to
pursue an expansionist and aggressive foreign

policy.

The sixth chapter analyses China’s foreign
policy focusing on economy and economic
development which is still on the top of its
agenda. As analyzed in this chapter, China
tends to use its economic power if its inter-
ests are at stake, especially in the Taiwan and
Dalai Lama cases. The next chapter examines
China’s relations with its neighbors and also
big powers such as the European Union (EU).
In this chapter, it is stated that China has em-
braced multilateralism while looking for ways
to establish bilateral strategic relationships
with the periphery countries in its region.
As another missing point of the book, while
talking about the pivot in the seventh chap-
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ter, the author mentions the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP) as a containment maneu-
ver against China’s rise; however, he doesn't
mention Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) which is supported by
China, basically against this containment.

The eighth chapter, also providing a conclu-
sion to the readers, focuses on the domestic
factors on China’s foreign policy. The author
considers that the main principles of China’s
foreign policy have remained consistent espe-
cially since Deng Xiaoping; However, its poli-
cy implementations might differ according to
the leaders and their interests.

The greatest strength of the book is in its
comprising a wide range of issues in a very
comprehensive way, including China’s view of
the world, its foreign policy making process,
its institutions, the role of military, its integra-

tion to the international system and its rela-
tions with these institutions, its relations with
neighboring countries, internal and external
problems and economic policies in only 236
pages. Another strength is the use of numer-
ous academic resources which is something
closely related to the author’s strong academic
career.

Harris’ book, is well and fluently written, or-
ganized, informative and very comprehensive
in terms of including many aspects of China’s
foreign policy and makes a valuable contri-
bution to the field of International Relations,
particularly Chinese Studies. Moreover, aca-
demics specialized in China’s foreign policy,
or scholars and students who are interested in
Chinese foreign policy can benefit from this
book. The book is also helpful for new starters
in this field who require an overall knowledge
about China’s foreign policy.
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