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times sponsored, supported, or employed by
states to achieve political goals.

Cyberwars are likely to continue in various
forms as spying technologies as regional ri-
valries become more intense. Online political
disruption in the Middle East will not cease
so long as political establishments remain un-
changed. According to Valeriano and Maness
(2015), cyberwar in the Middle East has the
potential to escalate since it is closely linked
to geopolitical developments in the region.

Cyberwars in the Middle East is a study that
spans a decade of cybercorporations in the

Middle East, presented as an investigation of
several cases of cyberwars in international, re-
gional, and internal politics. al-Rawi presents
empirical findings based on several case stud-
ies using mixed methods; sources of the book
include academic references, social media,
newly declassified documents, the WikiLeaks
archive, and news reports. Other scholars,
experts, and practitioners will find al-Rawi’s
cyberwar model useful in studying other
geographical regions and contexts. Al-Rawi
encourages future research to examine the
many unexplored aspects of this field, such as
interviewing trolls to get a better understand-
ing of their viewpoints and motivation.
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In answering the titular ques-
tion, “when can oil economies be
deemed sustainable?” the editors,
who are also contributors, explore
the economies of oil-dependent
countries and the question of eco-
nomic sustainability. Contributors
to the book include economists and
energy specialists in established
research centers and agencies worldwide.
When Can Oil Economies Be Deemed Sustain-
able? presents a real predicament connected
to energy and sustainability: whereas energy
is an immediate cause of pollution and envi-
ronmental degradation, oil revenues are only
sufficient to sustain oil economies in the me-
dium term. So with no alternative to oil, oil
economies will continue production and pol-
lution will continue to rise.

% When Can Oil Economies’
Be Deemed Sustainable?

The volatility of the energy market
confirms the notion that oil rev-
enues are not sustainable. Interrup-
tions in supply and demand are the
leading causes of such volatility, and
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war is
the latest factor driving the price
increase. Therefore, oil-dependent
countries seek to establish trade
diversification and the diversification of rev-
enue sources. A sizable part of the book ex-
plores the economic threats with which oil
resource countries must cope, a phenomenon
known as the ‘Dutch Disease’ The book also
addresses sustainability and diversification in
Gulf countries, as imbalances, wars, and cri-
ses, whether in the Gulf or similar regions,
affect both suppliers and recipients of energy
resources.
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When Can Oil Economies Be Deemed Sus-
tainable? documents the 2018 Gulf Research
Meeting discussions at Cambridge in four-
teen chapters grouped into four main catego-
ries. The first part presents a holistic conver-
sation about the sustainability of the Gulf oil
economies. The second focuses on fiscal sus-
tainability, i.e., the government’s responsibil-
ity to diversify revenue sources. The third ad-
dresses labor market reform by looking into
labor market policies. The last part concerns
climate action.

The first part of the book consists of 7 chap-
ters. In chapters 1 and 2, the authors provide a
holistic discussion of current trends and pro-
jections about the sustainability of oil econo-
mies in the Gulf. In the first chapter, the edi-
tors explain that what is sustainable today may
not be sustainable in tomorrow’s economic
cycle. Specific trends include worsening en-
vironmental degradation, socioeconomic
inequalities, and the rise of poverty rates —as
such, identifying what is unsustainable (p. 3)
is a valuable contribution to the discussion.
In chapter 2, Giacomo Luciani questions the
notion of unsustainable Gulf economies and
emphasizes the need for a competitive private
sector, reform in the labor sector, and a real
solution to income inequality. Ishaq Diwan
explains in chapter 3 that the Saudis would be
better off with a Norway-like model (p. 42). In
chapter 4, Ali al-Saffar explores two scenarios;
one in which oil demand continues steadily
and another in which demand tapers off. His
conclusion pushes for a more efficient energy
sector in the Gulf’s economic reform initia-
tives (p. 69). Chapter 5 argues that the transi-
tion toward low-carbon energy is improving.
Chapter 6 compares the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) to the case of Norway, con-
cluding that the GCC has diversified well, but
has made less progress with regard to sustain-
able development. In chapter 7, Manal Shehabi

redefines economic sustainability to account
for the challenges of resource dependence.

The second part of the volume discusses
trends in fiscal sustainability. For years, the
discussion over sustainability has taken place
in the Gulf and has emphasized the need to
diversify the region’s economic activity and
revenue base. However, the Gulf’s diversifica-
tion goals remain unmet. This part of the book
investigates the fiscal reforms that have been
implemented, and the policies necessary to
diversify and adjust the labor market and the
private sector’s status. Chapters 8 and 9 discuss
oil and electricity prices post-2014, explaining
that reforms in this era went deeper than pre-
vious ones. Nonetheless, more consideration
regarding pressure on the private sector and
the population is necessary (p. 241).

The third part addresses labor market poli-
cies and labor market reforms. In chapter 10,
Monica Malik and Thirumalai Nagesh elabo-
rate on the relevance of labor markets to fiscal
capacity. Their discussion revolves around re-
ducing public sector employment by chang-
ing the dynamics of the social contract. This
would require government intervention to
enact policy that supports such steps as an
expansion of the private sector to create jobs
for the youth population. Martin Hvidt deep-
ens this discussion in chapter 11 by applying
a value chain perspective to address diversifi-
cation and job creation in Gulf oil-producing
economies. This chain further clarifies where
new jobs need to be created. Hvidt concludes
that the creation of jobs in the high-value
segment would better serve Gulf countries
as this would eventually upskill the national
labor force and reduce reliance on expatriate
labor (p. 295).

The fourth part discusses the strategies of oil
economies regarding climate action. In chap-
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ter 12, Jim Krane addresses environmental
sustainability by analyzing Saudi Arabia’s re-
sponse to global climate action. Kranes pres-
ents a descriptive analysis of three strategies
oil-dependent states tend to adopt: ‘dig in;
‘join in’ and ‘throw in’ The first aims to un-
dermine global action on climate change, the
second aims to put forth rational domestic
energy policies, and the third seeks to frame
climate change as the more expensive option.
However, the author’s descriptive analysis
fails to assess the threatening environmental
consequences of climate change to Gulf coun-
tries. An assessment, which looks into the
long run, would complement this work that
focuses on analyzing nearer-term strategies.
This is also based on the editor’s opinion and,
might alter some of the already proposed con-
clusions. One might be the ‘throw-in’ strategy
that seeks to frame mitigation efforts as more
expensive than climate change damage.

The concluding section of this edited volume
analyzes the sustainability of the GCC’s devel-
opment. In chapter 13, Elbadawi and Makdisi
review the experiments of six GCC countries.
They observe the ability of those countries to
avoid most of the consequences associated
with the ‘resource curse, which is the failure
of many resource-rich countries to benefit
from their wealth to achieve sustainable de-
velopment fully. While the authors observe
a ‘current’ general developmental political
equilibrium in the GCC countries, they fear
the sustainability of this equilibrium (p. 344).
Rightly so, this fear is in place today among
the GCC countries, given the surrounding
political instability.

In conclusion, the autonomous arguments of
the authors naturally result in some divergent
opinions and conclusions. In the final chap-
ter, the volume’s editors explain that not all oil
economies should be stereotyped as unsus-
tainable. This confirms arguments found in
the existing literature; for example, the United
States is a sustainable, oil-producing country.
The primary outcome of the book describes
how the GCC economies are progressing to-
ward diversification. In simple terms, those
economies seek to reduce their reliance on
oil as a percentage of their GDP and exports.
Throughout the four parts of the book, its
contributors investigate the economic fac-
tors that challenge the sustainability of oil
production -these include fiscal imbalances,
environmental pressures on GCC countries
and social problems such as income inequali-
ties. The book’s holistic approach to tackling
the matter at hand benefits a wide audience,
from students to policymakers. GCC nation-
als in favor of sustainable development and
diversification in both the private sector and
the government can benefit from this work
to push for national development. The pri-
vate sector in the GCC is significant in this
discussion; chapters 10 and 11 help them
understand the type of pressure and official
expectations they might face. Simultaneously,
the book conveys to policymakers that diver-
sification of revenue sources can be achieved
by tackling social challenges, systematically
developing the private sector, and upskilling
the national labor force. However, the book
fails to clarify convincingly why sustainable
development does not occur when a throw
diagnosis exists.
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