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A New York Times correspondent in 
Egypt, David Kirkpatrick focuses his 
book Into the Hands of the Soldiers 
on the 2011-2013 Egyptian revolu-
tion, the occurrences after the col-
lapse of the authoritative regime of 
Hosni Mubarak, and the reasons be-
hind the Arab Spring in the Middle 
East, specifically in Egypt. At the 
center of the conflict in Egypt between state 
and public, there is an army that controls the 
whole process of power transformation. More-
over, according to Kirkpatrick, the power shift 
from state to public with Muhammed Morsi, 
and from public to state again after the military 

coup of Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, are im-
portant political issues which clearly 
disclose the failure of the democratic 
experience in Egypt. Kirkpatrick dis-
cusses the Americans’ involvement 
since the revolution began, specifi-
cally the efforts of John Kerry, Ben 
Rhodes, Hillary Clinton, and then 
President Barack Obama to control 

Egypt due to Egypt’s role in the Middle East 
and for the security of Israel in the region. 

The democratic process in Egypt failed with 
the new military coup, and the U.S. took the 
side of the soldiers, defining the military in-

Into the Hands of the Soldiers: 
Freedom and Chaos in Egypt and the Middle East

both in terms of costs and collateral damage. 
The author implies that the culture of killing 
should be renounced and that certain military 
virtues on just war should be remembered.

The only drawback of this book is the lack of 
proper answers as to how the U.S. and Israel 
are able to conduct UAV missions even though 
they are not permitted by International Law. 
The author omits to answer this kind of ques-
tion, which is related to the power and hier-
archy in the international system. That being 
said, the book should be considered impor-
tant for military and intelligence studies. 

With all of the information presented in 
this excellent resource, the book compels a 
broad audience for itself. Individuals who 

are intrigued by the mystery of how such in-
novative flying machines transformed into 
wide-spread assassins, should absolutely read 
this book. There are many references to the 
publicized intelligence and attack videos, as 
well as films on this subject, which makes 
this book a must-read for those interested in 
intelligence and especially the CIA. Scholars 
who specialize in military operations abroad, 
counter-terrorism on foreign soil etc., should 
also take note of this work which elaborates 
these subjects. The book is well-written and 
concise, which is a must when appealing to a 
broad audience. The author makes a compel-
ling argument by practically proving that the 
current culture of killing is a dangerous im-
moral habit that will yield many deaths that 
are unjustified under International Law. 
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volvement in politics as the process of demo-
cratic amelioration. However, the positions 
and capacities of Egyptians from various seg-
ments of society, both secular and non-secu-
lar, including the Muslim Brotherhood, Cop-
tic Christians, and nationalists in this awak-
ening cannot be disregarded due to the fun-
damental changes that occurred at the begin-
ning of the revolution in Egypt. The problem 
emerges when it comes to the military coup 
of Sisi –namely that the same resistance was 
not shown by some groups that had united 
at the beginning of the Revolution in 2011, 
particularly among the liberals of Egypt. The 
author asserts that Egyptian liberals approved 
the military coup due to the doubtfulness and 
unpredictability of the Muslim Brotherhood 
and the Morsi Administration. 

Kirkpatrick’s book contemplates the issues in-
forming the Egyptian power transformation 
in politics through a narration of the author’s 
personal experiences in the region, rather 
than an examination of the Arab Spring from 
other sources that have been written. The 
author’s personal observations and collected 
knowledge from attendees of the Egyptian 
revolution and officials provide us with direct 
information on the issues, which can be ben-
eficial for better understanding the situation 
rather than interpreting the Arab Spring in 
retrospect. Moreover, Kirkpatrick’s closeness 
to Egyptian writers and politicians make his 
work more objective in terms of the variety of 
information that he gathered during the Egyp-
tian revolution. For instance, when he talks 
about Hosni Mubarak’s son Gamal Mubarak, 
he gives the name of Gamal Mubarak’s friend 
Tamim Khallaf to support his claims about 
whether or not Gamal desired to be president 
after his father in Egypt. 

Although the book features a contemporary 
account of the revolution, additional back-

ground would have been helpful in provid-
ing a context for the current state of affairs. 
A short synopsis of the colonial era of Egypt, 
and the ways in which it generated a particu-
lar state and army structure that affected the 
governance of Egypt during the post-colonial 
era needs to be highlighted in order to see 
the entanglement of these factors with con-
temporary issues. The Egyptian army, liber-
als, nationalists, and the Muslim Brotherhood 
challenge each other because of the differ-
ences that were embedded in Egyptian soci-
ety during the colonial era. Despite the fact 
that the author repeatedly touts the idea of 
American military aid to control Egypt, the 
differences and divisions in Egyptian society 
should be reflected historically and discussed 
with regard to their conducive and detrimen-
tal effects on that society, so that the Egyptian 
revolution and military coup can be under-
stood more broadly. 

In this work, interpretive study is mostly used 
to analyze the different ideological and reli-
gious groups’ resistance to and support of 
the army in order to disclose the situation in 
Egypt. The author captures a moment that 
reflects the diversity of Egyptians in Tahrir 
Square, and he specifies the roles of a vari-
ety of groups in the revolution, for instance, 
Coptic Christians, women’s organizations, the 
Muslim Brotherhood, liberals, and national-
ists. The involvement of all ages, from young 
to old, in the beginning of the uprising helped 
ensure the success of the revolt and the re-
moval of the existing president Mubarek from 
power. 

The book’s focus on the Rabaa movement 
and the democratic resistance to the mili-
tary power that dismissed the democrati-
cally elected president Muhammed Morsi is 
not very reflective of the situation in terms 
of democratic desires for Egypt, but Kirkpat-
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rick still captures an important point while 
he elaborates on the Rabaa movement’s re-
sistance in al-Adawiya Square and al-Nahda 
Square during the police and army attacks on 
protesters. His evaluations of the resistance 
after Sisi’s coup recognize it as a symbol of the 
desperation for democracy, where hundreds 
were killed by the police and army, while 
Tahrir Square was a symbol of the revolution 
against Hosni Mubarak for those who desired 
real democracy for Egypt. Apparently, more 
sociological and political analyses are needed 
to examine the shift of the public mind in 
both situations. 
 
Kirkpatrick thoroughly analyzes the dual-
ity and uncertainty of U.S. policies in Egypt 
between the Obama Administration and 
the intelligence service. At the beginning of 
the uprising, Obama insisted that Mubarak 
should make reforms for the country. Then 
he suggested that he should leave the power 
for a smooth transition and regime change. 
Obama made similar contradictory state-
ments when Sisi took over power in Egypt. 
He said, ‘Morsi was democratically elected’ 
(p. 241), and then he changed his mind and 
by followed the CIA’s lead in supporting the 
military coup. Michael Morrell, deputy di-
rector of the CIA, said, ‘Morsi was leading 
the country to ruin, to instability, and to ex-
tremism. Now Egypt has a chance again’ (p. 
242). These were two different situations and 
two different responses by the United States. 

On one hand, the United States took a posi-
tion on the side of the democratic revolution; 
then, the country took a position on the side 
of the military regime. The contradictory 
positions are delineated by the author. Kirk-
patrick does not delve deeply into American 
policy, however, he does question these dual 
policies. He elaborates on the issue of Israel’s 
security in some chapters, saying that who 
governs Egypt is important to Israel. How-
ever, the relationship between the military 
coup in Egypt, the security of Israel, and the 
roles of the Americans in this triangle are not 
elaborated on very much. 

Into the Hands of the Soldiers is a significant 
and well-informed book about the Arab 
Spring and the Egyptian revolution, satis-
factory for everyone with an interest in the 
struggles with democracy in Egypt and the 
Middle East, American-Egypt relations, the 
Muslim Brotherhood and its role in Egyp-
tian politics, the role of the secular Egyptian 
Army in politics, and societal and ideologi-
cal differences in Egypt. It is a motivational 
book with some strong evidence and analyses 
relating to the failure of the Arab Spring and 
the Egyptian revolution. Into the Hands of the 
Soldiers is beneficial for readers as it can help 
them come to understand the difficulties in 
the transition from an authoritarian system to 
a democratic state, and the role of outsiders, 
which must be taken into consideration dur-
ing the transition to democracy.


