Jef Huysmans already revealed that the roots
of securitization could be traced much earlier.
Migration and asylum are the two particular
areas where the Union did not live up to ex-
pectations and the liberal assumptions about
the Union do not necessarily hold true.

All in all, this book is a great contribution to
the literature in several ways. First, it provides
up to date info on various policy fields of Tur-
key’s transformation and the level of harmo-

nization. Secondly, and more importantly, it
provides a theoretically grounded picture of
Turkey-EU relations in understanding do-
mestic transformation. Although in the last
decade there have been various researches on
assessing Europeanization of Turkey in spe-
cific policy fields, compiling several of them
in a book is surprisingly a belated enterprise.
It is a scholarly, comprehensive, and a pow-
erful account of Turkey's transformation or
lack thereof.

|
Against Massacre: Humanitarian Interventions in the Ottoman

Empire 1815-1914

By Davide Rodogno

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2012, 391 pages, ISBN 9780691151335.

Reviewed by Pinar Senisik

THE CONCEPT of humanitarian in-
tervention and international prac-
tice in the nineteenth and early
twentieth century is the subject of
Against  Massacre: Humanitarian
Interventions in the Ottoman Em-
pire 1815-1914 by Davide Rodogno.
This book addresses the European
roots of humanitarian intervention
and rejects the mainstream argument that hu-
manitarian intervention is a practice of inter-
national relations that emerged after the end
of the Cold War. Rodogno’s emphasis, rather,
is on the fact that the roots of humanitarian
intervention can be traced back to the nine-
teenth century. He defines humanitarian in-
tervention as a “coercive diplomatic and/or a
group of states inside the territory of a target
state” (p. 2). The book comprises ten chapters
and concentrates mainly on the political and
legal aspects of the European involvement into
the internal affairs of the Ottoman Empire.

In this book’s Introduction, Rodog-
no argues that “nineteenth-century
humanitarian interventions were
not necessarily products of increas-
ing democracy, a free press, and the
increasing importance of the prin-
ciple of self-determination” (p. 17).
Instead, Rodogno seeks to demon-
strate the connection between the
“Eastern Question” and the history of the hu-
manitarian intervention by arguing that the
“Eastern Question” played a central role in the
coercive interventions of the European pow-
ers on behalf of Christian subjects of the Ot-
toman Empire. In the first chapter, Rodogno
deals with the international context of nine-
teenth-century humanitarian interventions.
In the second chapter, based on nineteenth-
century British and French writings, articles,
and pamphlets, he focuses on the European
perceptions concerning the Ottomans as well
as explores the reasons for the exclusion of the
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Ottoman Empire from the so-called “Family
of Nations.” Chapter 3 investigates the military
intervention of the European states in Otto-
man Greece from 1821 to 1833. The European
intervention into the local conflicts between
the Druzes and Maronites in the 1860s is the
subject matter of chapter 4. In the fifth and
ninth chapters, he analyses interferences and
interventions of the European powers into the
internal affairs of the island of Crete. Chapter
7 focuses on the British and American govern-
ment’s interventions beyond Europe. Chapter
10 discusses the European states’ intervention
in the provinces of Ottoman Macedonia be-
tween 1903 and 1908. The author also looks
at the nonintervention of the European pow-
ers during the Eastern Crisis of 1875-1878 and
the “Armenian Question” in the 1890s in the
sixth and eighth chapters.

It is useful to take into consideration the place
of the Ottoman Empire within the internation-
al system and the grounds on which the Euro-
pean powers legitimized their interventions in
the state affairs of the Ottoman Empire. Trying
to explain, however, the origins of humanitar-
ian intervention by reference to the “Eastern
Question” seems to be a problematic approach.
Because the European states evaluated the local
conflicts in the Ottoman Empire as being part
of the “Eastern Question” and created an atmo-
sphere in which the Ottoman government was
quite insufficient and for that reason the “solu-
tion” of the “Eastern Question” depended upon
their actions and interventions. However, the
cases examined in this book demonstrated that
foreign diplomatic and military interferences
and interventions directly violated the Empire’s
sovereign rights and were quite far from put-
ting an end to the local conflicts, rather they
complicated the matters more.

Rodogno further claims that the legitimiza-
tion of European interventions on behalf of

the Christians living in the Ottoman Empire
is quite similar to that of European imperi-
alism. For the European policy-makers, the
Ottoman government was “corrupt” and an
“insufficient state machinery” (p. 37), the
troubles in the Ottoman Empire were the re-
sult of inadequacies of the government and
their fellow Christians were its “victims.” In
addition, the Europeans accused the Otto-
man system of being a “backward,” “oriental
administration” and articulated their views
through an Orientalist discourse. The repre-
sentatives of the European states constantly
referred to the “uncivilized Turks” (p. 42) and
many leading statesmen, such as Gladstone,
regarded humanitarian intervention “was an
intermediate step toward the liberation of the
Balkan peninsula from the Ottoman yoke”
(p. 169).

Similarly, John Stuart Mill's famous article
entitled “A Few Words on Non-Intervention”
made a distinction between “civilized” and
“barbarous nations” in order to justify the
intervention of the “civilized states” into the
internal affairs of “barbarous nations” (p. 50).
It seems clear that the dichotomy of civilized/
uncivilized, superior/inferior was continu-
ously employed by the Europeans as the le-
gitimization of their interventions in the state
affairs of the Ottoman Empire. Therefore,
European governments claimed that it is the
“civilizing mission” of their representatives
to ameliorate the conditions and to establish
order and peace within the Ottoman Empire
and to spread the European standard of civi-
lization beyond Europe. Here Rodogno very
convincingly reminds readers that while the
European powers were discussing to take col-
lective actions against the Ottoman Empire,
they ignored the violations of law and reli-
gious freedom in their own colonies (p. 12).
In addition, the author points out that the
relationship between the European public
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opinion and policies of the European govern-
ments was mutually supportive.

The book concludes with reference to the
similarities and differences between nine-
teenth-century and contemporary interven-
tions. Despite the fact that the book examines
foreign interventions within the Ottoman ter-
ritories in the nineteenth century, the absence
of any Ottoman archival material, as acknowl-
edged by the author, reveals a problem that
the main arguments and conclusions of the
book are somewhat influenced by the sources
the author tries to question. To mention just a
minor flaw in the end notes, while the author
is explaining where Halepa is on the island of

Crete, he states that “Halepa was the quarter
of Canea—today’s Iraklion—where the bulk
of the European community lived” (p. 328).
Nevertheless, it is important to note that Ca-
nea is not today’s Iraklion (Candia).

Through a closer examination of the issue of
humanitarian intervention in the nineteenth
century, this book has made a valuable con-
tribution to the political history of humani-
tarian intervention. The author convinces the
readers that despite the political and socio-
economic changes in the world, humanitar-
ian intervention has not been legitimized
through references to universal values and
principles.

Late Ottoman Society, The Intellectual Legacy

Edited by Elizabeth Ozdalga

London and New York: Routledge, 2010 (First Published 2005), 348 pages, ISBN 9780415665445.

Reviewed by Tahsin Ozcan

STuDIES on late Ottoman society
continue to be inviting for histo-
rians in many aspects. This period
is not only important for historical
research into the Ottoman world
but also necessary for a better un-
derstanding of modern Turkey. This
also can be extended to the Islam-
ic world, including many Middle
Eastern countries together with the Balkans,
North Africa, and the Caucasus regions. Oz-
dalga has made a valuable contribution with
this comprehensive volume on the intellec-
tual legacy of the period.

The book is a result of a conference titled
“The Ottoman Intellectual Heritage,” which
was held at the Swedish Research Institute in

Elissbeth Ozdalga

Istanbul on 15-17 March 2001. It
included an introduction by Elisa-
beth Ozdalga and ten essays written
by eminent experts of different as-
pects of the subject. The book deals
with a period where radical politi-
cal, social, economic, and intellec-
tual changes and transformations
had been realized in the Ottoman
society. It was also a time where European
expansionism and modernization became
influential throughout Ottoman lands. The
attitude of Ottoman intellectuals against such
developments was determined based on their
political, social, and economic positions.
Their religious or ethnic identities were also
characterized the way they reacted towards
such developments.
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