
2022 Fall 197

By Dicle Korkmaz
Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, 2021, 273 pages, $96.57 ISBN: 9783030457730

Reviewed by Şule Şahan, Social Sciences University of Ankara

In Turkey and the EU in an Energy 
Security Society: The Case of Natu-
ral Gas, Dicle Korkmaz investigates 
Türkiye and the European Union’s 
(EU) energy ties in the context of 
natural gas. Korkmaz’s Ph.D. the-
sis serves as the foundation for 
the book. The book examines data 
gathered through interviews and 
EU and Turkish sources through narrative 
policy analysis. The objective of this book 
is to comprehend whether the positions of 
Turkish actors on energy security in the sec-
tor of natural gas impede or facilitate EU in-
tegration. On one hand, the book helps us 
better understand where the different actors 
in Türkiye want to put the country in the pan-
European energy community when it comes 
to natural gas, and how much this position 
matches what the EU needs. On the other 
hand, it explores EU viewpoints on Türkiye’s 
energy security posture to analyze the type of 
collaboration the EU seeks with Türkiye in 
the natural gas sector.

The book is organized in six chapters, in-
cluding an introduction and a conclusion. 
In the first chapter, the author briefly ana-
lyzes European energy security and Türki-
ye’s geopolitical position based on primary 
sources. In this section, the author provides 
an explanatory overview of the book’s chap-
ters and the theoretical framework she will 
employ. In chapter 2, the general theoretical 
and methodological frameworks of the book 

are discussed in greater detail. Bu-
zan’s structural explanation is pre-
sented first, and then the debate 
moves on to how this understand-
ing applies to energy. This chapter 
provides definitions of some of the 
most vital concepts, such as natu-
ral gas energy security and energy 
security society, and discusses the 

various forms of integration that are pos-
sible within the latter. Moreover, the chap-
ter covers the fundamental institutions and 
seeks to establish the institutional structure 
of a society oriented toward energy security. 
Consequently, it describes the concept of 
sovereignty, energy diplomacy, the balance 
of power, the market, state capitalism, and 
demand and supply security. Tables and fig-
ures were used by the author to illustrate the 
connections between these concepts and the 
theoretical framework, making the theoreti-
cal framework more comprehensible.

The chapter 3 puts the energy security soci-
ety’s theoretical basis into perspective before 
going into great depth on the kind of integra-
tion the EU wants to achieve with Türkiye in 
the natural gas sector. This chapter aims to 
provide an answer to the issue of what kind 
of natural gas cooperation the EU anticipates 
with Türkiye. Data collected from January 
2001 to July 2019 was used to examine the 
perspectives of various EU actors regarding 
the significance of Turkish energy security for 
Europe. Understanding the extent to which 
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the narratives of Turkish actors align with EU 
narratives can be accomplished by examining 
the fundamental institutions in EU narratives 
and assessing the type of integration the EU 
intends to achieve with Türkiye. In this part, 
numerical data supports Europe’s growing en-
ergy dependence, and the significance of Rus-
sian gas is emphasized. In addition, Korkmaz 
underlined the primary objectives behind the 
European Union’s natural gas policies toward 
Türkiye. By emphasizing the significance of 
the Southern Gas Corridor in this setting, the 
primary role of Türkiye in ensuring energy 
security was highlighted.

In chapter 4, Korkmaz determines how the 
Turkish actors view the narratives that the EU 
has on diversification. The book claims that 
this could be accomplished most effectively 
by analyzing the Turkish narratives that have 
been presented regarding the Southern Cor-
ridor. At the beginning of the chapter, there 
is an investigation of the various actors’ per-
spectives on how to define the energy secu-
rity concept. This analysis ensures a wealth of 
information regarding how the various actors 
view the energy security problem as well as 
how they intend to tackle it. In the follow-
ing section of the chapter, an analysis of the 
Justice and Development Party’s (AK Party) 
narrative about pipelines, which is consti-
tuted by the balance of power, is described. 
Furthermore, a comprehensive analysis was 
carried out to find out the impact that natural 
gas pipelines passing through Türkiye would 
have on the country’s ability to maintain its 
natural gas supply and its position in the East-
ern Mediterranean.

In chapter 5, the author provides an in-depth 
analysis of the primary points of contention 
between liberal and state capitalist narrators 
regarding the benefits of liberalization. In ad-
dition to providing an examination of impor-

tant institutions, this chapter illustrates how 
fundamental supporting institutions such 
as great power management, the balance of 
power, and sovereignty operate. It analyzes 
the workings of other supporting institutions 
and identifies the roles that market capitalism 
and state capitalism play in Turkish narra-
tives. The Natural Gas and Transit law is used 
in this section to discuss the many legal as-
pects of energy security.

The final chapter summarizes the study’s find-
ings, both theoretical and empirical. There are 
two findings in the book. Firstly, considering 
the Turkish narrative’s political implications, 
the AK Party’s view of transit pipeline projects 
as instruments that will help Türkiye’s objec-
tive of becoming an influential center coun-
try in the energy market requires cooperation 
with all actors, including Russia and the EU. 
In bringing natural gas to Europe, Türkiye has 
embraced a collaborative strategy. Secondly, 
the EU’s aim of supplier diversification and 
Türkiye’s aim of guaranteeing supply security 
provide a solid foundation for collaboration 
in the natural gas industry.

The book provides major contributions to 
the literature, including theoretical and em-
pirical. In the literature geopolitics, econom-
ics, and environmental studies are frequently 
used as a theoretical framework to explore 
issues relating to energy. This book strives to 
draw a distinct theoretical framework from 
the more prevalent geopolitical approaches. 
To understand the energy security relation-
ship that exists between Türkiye and Europe, 
the author addressed the issue with Buzan’s 
structural interpretation, which made use of 
one of the international relations theories, 
the English School. Based on Buzan’s ap-
proach, Korkmaz utilizes the concept of an 
energy security society. The author’s goal in 
using this concept is to improve our under-
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standing of society by using primary insti-
tutions. The book’s second addition to the 
literature stems from its inquisition into the 
attitudes of different Turkish players on en-
ergy security in the context of natural gas co-

operation with the EU. This book analyzes in 
detail the stance of the actors involved. It of-
fers energy researchers a comprehensive ex-
amination of Turkish and European energy 
supply security.
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Sea Change: Ottoman Textiles be-
tween the Mediterranean and the 
Indian Ocean by Amanda Phillips 
is a book that is at once a special-
ist work, and relevant to so many 
other fields. Covering the textile 
production, art styles, and trade of 
the 15th-19th century Ottoman Em-
pire, Phillips is attempting to use 
this subject to create links to the rest of Otto-
man, and even world history. 

Perhaps the best way to evaluate the success 
of this particular goal, is to use an example 
from the work itself. In the first chapter, Phil-
lips describes the form and production of 
kadife, or velvet. The main body makes up 
of warps stretched out by the loom and wefts 
that weave across them, this “most compli-
cated of compound weaves” is set apart by its 
use of “piles” – extra warp or weft threads that 
stick out in tufts or loops to create a more vo-
luminous fabric (p. 39). 

Sea Change is like a velvet cloth. A book requir-
ing great expertise and painstakingly rigorous 
work, it is a rich synthesis of information, the 
closely studied and helpfully illustrated ex-

amples making up the loom-bound 
warps, while the intricate knowl-
edge of the context provided by 
written sources weave through these 
and pull them together like wefts. 
The pile, however, would be the con-
nection to history outside of the im-
mediate purview of textile produc-
tion and consumption. These are 

brought up and used, in part, to contextualize 
the samples studied; however, oftentimes they 
do not run through the book and help give it 
structure, but instead terminate in loose ends, 
making it hard to see evidence of Phillips’ 
rightful insistence that material sources such 
as textiles can be used to elucidate history be-
yond these sources themselves. 

Phillips states her numerous intentions in 
the introduction, from challenging narratives 
of steady rise and decline to arguing for the 
value of textiles and other materials that blur 
the line between “art” and “craft” as sources in 
history and art history (p. 7). All in all, Phil-
lips sets out to champion the role of textiles as 
worthy of research and complicate their his-
tories that at present, whether temporally or 
spatially, are too readily glossed over. 
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