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In Tiirkiye as a Stabilizing Power in
an Age of Turmoil, Fahrettin Altun,
Turkish Presidency’s Director of
Communications, focuses on Tir-
kiye’s role in the global world order.
He presents a detailed analysis of
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
foreign policy regarding civil wars,
humanitarian tragedies, and struc-
tural shifts in neighboring countries, detail-
ing the basic parameters of Tiirkiye’s policy
and the challenges the global system has faced
over the past two decades.

Altun provides a critique of the contempo-
rary international system and explicates how
it is naturally possible to minimize conflict
and instability by utilizing Tirkiye’s experi-
ences and proposals for reforming the inter-
national system. He notes Tiirkiye’s successful
humanitarian assistance programs as a model
for stability in an era of a global shakeout.

Due to regional and international devel-
opments in recent years and Tiirkiye’s role
therein, Altun re-conceptualizes Tiirkiye as a
“stabilizing power” that seeks a “fairer world”
and contributes to the stability of large regions
from Syria to Libya and Africa to Cyprus. The
author highlights the need for reforming the
current world order, stressing that the exist-
ing order favors only the self-interests of the
great-power countries.

Tiirkiye as a Stabilizing Power in an Age of
Turmoil consists of four chapters and a con-

clusion. In the first chapter, “The
Failure of the International Com-
munity in Humanitarian Assis-
tance,” Altun reveals the path and
results of the U.S.-dominated world
order and discusses the problems
and failures of states due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and its world-
wide impacts. Altun delineates a
correlation between current conflicts with
humanitarian tragedies and the world atmo-
sphere after 9/11 incident. He argues that the
terrorist attacks created global solidarity, yet
the aggressive position of the U.S. in regard to
the attacks spawned irreversible conflict glob-
ally. In addition to the economic crisis that
the world faced in 2008, the invasions of Af-
ghanistan and Iraq during that period caused
more tragedies in the region.

Altun claims that despite its normative dis-
course and promises, present-day interna-
tional politics is grounded in the self-interests
of a few players in the system, and the effec-
tiveness of international institutions depends
on how much they correspond to the inter-
ests of those players; wars, humanitarian trag-
edies, and conflicts are not the results of those
discourses and promises, but the results of
those players” actions. From this perspective,
the author concludes that the U.S.-dominated
world order is limited to certain geographies
that draw the interest of those powers, while
other locations like Africa and the Balkans
are abandoned to experience ethnic conflicts,
civil wars, and humanitarian tragedies.
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In the second chapter, “The Failure of In-
ternational Institutions,” Altun lays out the
reasons for Tiirkiye’s push for reforms to in-
ternational institutions such as the United
Nations (UN) and NATO, starting with the
expansion of the UN Security Council. He
expresses the need for a new approach in
the current world system for the institu-
tions due to their failure to handle problems,
challenges, and regional and international
conflicts. Altun also explores the growing
malfunctions of international institutions
and underlines that the UN has drifted apart
from its original claims and commitments on
key issues such as the preservation of global
security, stability, and peace. Referring to the
nearly 730 million people living in poverty
and rampant inequality in access to health-
care and education, Altun points out that in-
ternational institutions have not only failed
to prevent conflicts but to provide basic hu-
manitarian assistance.

In the midst of an unraveling global order,
deepening humanitarian crises, and rising
violence, Tiirkiye, has insistently defended
the importance of international cooperation
and adopted a more proactive foreign policy
driven by a conflict-resolution approach. In
the third chapter, “Persistent Conflicts around
the World,” Altun explains Tiirkiye’s perspec-
tive on the situation in Cyprus, the Syrian
civil war, the future of Iraq, Iran’s nuclear
ambitions, the Arab Spring, and the Libyan
conflict. He illustrates Tiirkiye’s negotiation/
intervention aimed at establishing stability in
Cyprus with the Annan Plan, and the coun-
try’s efforts to ameliorate the challenging hu-
manitarian and political conditions created
by the U.S. invasion of Iraq. The author claims
that Tiirkiye made the utmost efforts to pre-
vent the Syrian civil war, ease the humanitar-
ian tragedies there and help with the recon-
struction activities required to stabilize Syria

vis-a-vis terrorist groups. He emphasizes the
importance of Tiirkiye's efforts to address the
Libyan crisis by preventing the country from
re-entering a spiral of civil war and possibly
regressing to dictatorial times.

Altun presents numerous cases, with ex-
amples, of Tirkiye’s effective role in conflicts
where other states have failed, claiming that,
“unlike nations that seek status and power pri-
marily through the implementation of a na-
ked self-interest policy, Tiirkiye consistently
approaches international conflicts through a
vision of bringing about stability to further its
national goals” (p. 132).

In the last chapter, “The Rise of Far-Right Na-
tionalism, Populism, and Islamophobia,” the
author touches on the incremental advance
of the far-right toward the center in Europe
and highlights the danger of antagonizing the
Islamic World through Islamophobic govern-
mental policies. Altun illuminates Tiirkiye’s
responses to the increasing challenges posed
by the rise of populism, far-right extremism,
and Islamophobia. He concludes with the
statement that the current international sys-
tem has failures and shortcomings in address-
ing specific, modern challenges that differ
from region to region, and argues that Tiir-
kiye is one of the prominent countries that of-
fers constructive and humanitarian solutions
with its advocacy to improve the efficiency
and relevance of an international order that,
at present, favors only a few.

Altun subtly reflects on Tiirkiye’s foreign
policy on civil wars, humanitarian tragedies,
and the structural changes in its neighbor-
hood over the last decades; an extraordinary
revisionist work, the book ultimately invites
readers to re-conceptualize Tiirkiye as a “sta-
bilizing power” The main strength of the
book is that Tiirkiye is set as a case study with
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examples of its responses to the failures of the
current international world order and its in-
stitutions. Throughout, Altun presents exam-
ples of Tiirkiye’s actual practices rather than
theories. The book is deserving of praise for
airing the voice of underdeveloped and devel-
oping countries in the global world order, and
for seeking reform in the international order
system and a “fairer” world.

The clear structure and reader-friendly lan-
guage make Tiirkiye as a Stabilizing Power in
an Age of Turmoil an easily comprehensible

trove of information. Tiirkiye as a Stabilizing
Power in an Age of Turmoil will be very ben-
eficial for those who study international re-
lations or who work in this field, whether as
academicians, bureaucrats, or diplomats. Stu-
dents, researchers, and laypeople interested in
international relations and foreign policy will
benefit from this well-designed and insight-
ful piece of work. Along with its scholarly
value, the book will be of considerable inter-
est to anybody curious about international
relations and countries’ reactions in a time of
worldwide turmoil.
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Turkish-Russian relations have a
long history with complex dimen-
sions attracting scholarly investiga-
tions from various disciplines. In-
deed, the relations between the two
countries require multidisciplinary
academic endeavors to fully grasp
their complicated character. Study-
ing this complex relationship in a
multidisciplinary way can potentially help un-
earth underrealized cooperative spaces that
might diminish confrontational areas in their
relationship. Turkish-Russian Relations: Pros-
pects and Challenges, edited by Natalya Ke-
tenci and Gokege Bayindir Goularas, promises
such a payoff by bringing together contribu-
tors from multidisciplinary backgrounds.
Moreover, the book appears timely, as many
readers are currently interested in better un-
derstanding Turkish-Russian relations. The
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book aims to analyze these relations
from different perspectives to better
comprehend their potentially coop-
erative aspect.

Turkish-Russian Relations consists
of eight chapters and is thematically
divided into two parts. In the first,
the geopolitical aspects of Turkish-
Russian relations come under study, while
the second deals with economic aspects. In
the first chapter, Deniz Tansi evaluates bilat-
eral relations between Russia and Tiirkiye in
the context of the Middle East after the Cold
War. After presenting the key events in the
relations, the chapter concludes that relations
between two countries have a multilateral
character, as they involve multiple states and
various regional relations. However, the gen-
eral superficiality of the chapter leaves certain
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